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Working in research

Working in research

 Research psychologists carry out investigations on 

a wide range of topics using a range of 

methodologies

 Psychologists involved in teaching and practice are 

also involved in conducting research

 This group work in a wide range of settings 

including colleges/universities, adult education 

centres, government departments, health boards, 

research bodies and private companies

Training pathways

 Most major third level institutions have Masters by research (MA, 

MSc, Mlitt) and PhD programmes

 Masters by research is typically 2 years while a PhD can be 3 or 4 

years (depends whether you have a masters already)

How do I qualify?

Junior positions Senior positions

UG degree

Masters degree
PhD

Postdoc experience
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Securing a place: Postgraduate research

 Generally requires a 2nd class honours degree or 

higher

 Choosing a thesis topic:

Could develop undergraduate project

Could develop a new project

PhD topics - Must be research of publishable 

quality and make a substantial contribution to the 

area

Masters topics - Should make a contribution to 

the area

An example

Postgraduate research: Key task

 Identifying a supervisor

Should be selected based on the proposed topic 

or methodology

More often than not need to secure a supervisor 

in advance of applying for a course

Supervisor can provide support with funding

Postgraduate scholarship schemes

 Number of opportunities for students to secure 

funding

Irish Research Council for the Humanities 

and Social Sciences (www.irchss.ie)

Office for the Minister of Children 

(www.nco.ie)

North-South Masters Busaries 

(www.universitiesireland.ie)

University Programmes
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http://www.irchss.ie/schemes/index.html www.universitiesireland.ie

http://omc.gov.ie/

 Funding generally 

covers

 Fees covered (capped)

 Annual stipend (approx 

16,000 euro)

 Project expenses (if part 

of a funded project)

Other funding

 Some students formally apply for positions on 

funded projects

 Potential supervisors will be aware of 

opportunities

http://www.irchss.ie/schemes/index.html
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Research programme content

 Predominantly thesis based - student should be 

willing/able to work on their own or as part of a team

 Some programmes offer optional taught modules in 

research methods, ethics, etc.

 Some programmes have required taught modules

Structured PhD programmes

Working as a researcher

 Opportunities in a variety of settings

 Junior positions vs Senior positions

 Finding positions

School/Department websites

National and local newspapers

BPS and PSI publications

Job websites, e.g. www.gradireland.ie

Research Positions
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Must sell your skills …

 Sell your skills not your project! 

Project topic does not limit possibilities

 Experience from undergraduate/postgradute research

 “… research is an inquiry process that includes … 

research design, methodology, data collection and 

analysis, concluding with the communication of the 

findings.” (Juznic & Urbanija, 2003, p. 324)

Transferable Skills …

From www.brookes.ac.uk

Research career paths Pros

 Work on a wide range of projects

 Work in multidisciplinary research teams

 Can help with access to other postgraduate 

programmes

 May have an opportunity to do PhD

 May have opportunities to gain teaching experience

 International opportunities

 Opportunities for teaching in academic settings
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Cons

 Often short-term or temporary contracts

 Positions can be dependent on securing funding

 Might have limited opportunities to develop your 

own research ideas in junior posts

 Career progression can be difficult

Nevertheless …

 Any research experience is valuable

 Important to develop a portfolio of skills from across 

a range of methodologies

 PSI Division of Teachers & Researchers in 

Psychology

 NIBPS planning a Division


